
MABA MONTHLY MEETING
The Windmill Family Restaurant

February 16, 2021

On this wintry morning, a total of eight members attended the meeting. At 7:45 am, President Kelly Spica 
opened the meeting and invited everyone to stand and recite  the Pledge of Allegiance.

Next, President Spica asked for a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. Mark Cummins made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s report and Lois Ann Mast seconded the motion. She then asked for a motion to approve 
the minutes from the last meeting which, due to the COVID-19 crisis, was held in November of 2020. Luanne 
“Bunny” Graham read a synopsis of those minutes to the group. A motion was made by Mark Cummins for 
approval and was seconded by Kelly Spica, and the minutes were approved.

President Spica asked that each person introduce him or herself and suggested that they talk briefly about what 
they have been doing for the last few months if they wished. 

Mark Cummins of Thunder Wash said he is building a new garage for his business to house large equipment, 
and that it should be under roof shortly. Customers are already calling and his work schedule is quickly filling 
up for spring. Mark said that he hopes that 2021 is better than 2020.

Anthony Firrantello of Karr Barth, Financial Consultants visited MABA for the first time and became a MABA 
member. He introduced himself and said that he had been a banker for six years, but now he is a financial con-
sultant specializing in working with small business owners. He also does retirement planning, helping families 
and businesses achieve their goals. All those present at the meeting welcomed Anthony Firrantello from Karr 
Barth, Financial Consultants to MABA.

Caitlin Brady said that she was the guest speaker at the November 2020 meeting, which was also her first visit 
to a MABA gathering. Today she spoke about how the second shutdown was very hard for everyone and that 
we are all hopeful for Spring. She said that most people were motivated during the first eight months of lock-
down, but now they have hit a wall and they are tired of being at home. But motivation may return with Spring. 

Treasurer David Hinkel asked everyone to send information to him about upcoming events so they can be posted 
on the MABA website. He also said that real estate is booming now. However, in Los Angeles, California, some 
people are experiencing buyer’s remorse. Some people purchased homes in California sight unseen and when 
they moved there, their homes turned out different than what they expected. 

Bunny asked Dave if he had recently won a real estate award. He said that he won a Quarterly award for 2020  
and not only made it to the top 50 for the 2020 Fourth Quarter, but he came in at #11 out of over 500+ agents 
in Central Pennsylvania!  Congratulations, Dave!

Kelly Spica, of Ephrata National Bank, said that the bank has remained open the entire time, but the lobby is 
closed, People can make an appointment and come in, but bank personnel have been providing a lot of curbside 
service. Accounts can be opened online too, though that is only personal accounts because business accounts 
require more paperwork and signatures. Ephrata National Bank has been doing a lot of PPP loans, and since 
they have a great deal of experience now, this makes them much easier and faster to process. Because most 
of our customers are smaller businesses, and with the experience we have acquired since early last year, other 
banks have been referring customers to Ephrata Bank to process PPP loans. They were busier in the spring of 
2020, but now many are applying for a second loan.



Lamar and Lois Ann Mast of Masthof Press said that their printing business and bookstore are doing fine. Lois 
Ann said that many people who are now at home are writing books and bringing them to Masthof to print.

Bunny Graham of Devon Sound, said that her husband Scott has been quite busy since the shelter at home 
order was issued. People stuck at home are playing music more and they want their instruments and amplifiers 
repaired that might otherwise have waited. 

Lois Ann passed around draft copies of the new 2021 MABA Directory requesting any corrections. The Directory 
will be posted on the MABA website for one last look. The final deadline for changes will be Friday the 19th. 
Mark asked about the number of books printed and Lois Ann responded that there were nearly 9,000 printed 
and distributed last year.  Caitlin said that she believes many people wanting to support local businesses still 
check the Directory. Mark wondered how many people still have phone books anymore, and the group agreed 
that not many used or even kept phone books any longer.

Mark said that advertising helps him out, and along with other things his business does use yard signs. Perhaps 
MABA members could put MABA signs in their yards. He also said that maybe flag signs would be better, 
and we could even post a large banner. Dave suggested that maybe we could mount flags on the light poles 
in town with MABA at the bottom and names of businesses at the top. Lois Ann will check on the cost and 
possibility of printing these. We will look into getting permission and figuring out how or who will mount 
them after we have the basic costs.

Caitlin asked about possibly having a MABA Instagram page. Dave said he has tried Instagram and it is all 
photo-based, so there would be a question of who would handle it and what would we want to be done with it. 
Caitlin said that she runs several Instagram accounts for people and has ideas including videos and Instagram 
and links to Facebook. Dave said we used to highlight a “Business of the Month,” on the MABA site and the 
MABA Facebook page, but that stopped over a year ago. 

Mark asked if there could be a “robocall” sent to members? Something to remind members about meetings or 
events. He said that he thinks something like that might work to remind people about MABA events, whether 
it is a text or a voice mail on a phone. The Masonic Lodge sends out reminder calls for every occasion. Dave 
said that Slydial is a good app for that. It is not expensive and Dave said he will research the use and cost. 
Kelly said a reminder would be nice particularly if some were planning to hand out samples, or if mixer tables 
were being set, we would need an exact count of those coming. 

Kelly said she would like to hear about Instagram and Linked In. Caitlin was asked to speak about Instagram 
at the next meeting and she agreed. In response to Lois Ann, Caitlin said she would provide information about 
that to put in the Newsletter..

Mark said that the MABA should look into light post signage and possibly put up just a few this year on ev-
ery other light post and put up a few more next year.  Anthony asked if the MABA has participated in local 
festivals or other local events. Kelly said that we handed out goody bags at the 2020 Hay Creek Festival and 
have been involved in several events each year until now. The MABA is also scheduled to participate in the 
2021 Hay Creek Festival in September. 

The next general meeting is planned to be held at the Windmill Restaurant on Tuesday, March 16. The sched-
uled speaker is Caitlin Brady, the new owner of Solstice Yoga Shala, formerly Human Breathing Yoga where 
she used to teach. Caitlin will speak about using Instagram to promote your business.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 am.

Respectfully submitted,  Luanne R. Graham, 2021 MABA Secretary


